
July 19, 2011 
Gregory B. Jaczko, Chair 
Kristine L. Svinicki, Commissioner 
William D. Magwood IV, Commissioner 
George Apostolakis, Commissioner 
William C. Ostendorff, Commissioner 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
We the undersigned respectfully urge you to provide the NRC staff with the resources and direction 
necessary to fully implement the recommendations from the July 12, 2011, report by the Near-Term Task 
Force titled “Enhancing Reactor Safety in the 21st Century” as expeditiously as possible. Based on its 
assessment of the accident at Fukushima Daiichi and its consequences, the Task Force made numerous 
recommendations to better protect the American public from low probability, high consequence events by 
reducing vulnerabilities at U.S. reactors and upgrading mitigation measures. While we have significant 
concerns about the scope of the review undertaken and the adequacy of some of its recommendations, the 
Task Force’s report provides a starting point for improving nuclear safety in the U.S. and should be acted 
upon by the Commission. Now that these issues have been identified and their resolution outlined, 
Americans are unnecessarily at elevated risk until the NRC successfully implements these 
recommendations.  
 
We recognize and appreciate that the scope and complexity of some recommendations means they will 
take some time to address, even if the full resources of the agency were applied to that effort. We 
understand that the recommendations made by the NRC’s 90-day review cannot be implemented within 
90 days. We request that you set a deadline for the adoption of each recommendation, and take 
appropriate steps to ensure that robust public participation is an intrinsic element of this process. We also 
suggest you consider how you might answer the following question from Congress when scheduling these 
deadlines: 
 

Commissioner, wasn’t the safety issue that led to this accident specifically raised by the Task 
Force in July 2011? Why had you not resolved that very issue by the time _______ occurred? 

 
If you have an honest, solid answer, you will be able to look the Congress and the American public in the 
eyes and say that you took every reasonable action to protect against the tragic outcome. But when such 
an answer is lacking, there is clearly work to be done with deliberate haste to prevent the low probability 
event from causing its high consequences.  
 
We commend the Task Force for dedicating their report to the people of Japan, especially those who 
responded to the accident at Fukushima. The Task Force concluded its dedication with this expression: 
 

It is our strong desire and our goal to take the necessary steps to assure that the result of our 
labors will prevent the need for a repetition of theirs. 

 
We admire and respect this sentiment. Now it’s time for the Commission to do its part and take the steps 
necessary for this commendable goal to be achieved.  
 
Sincerely (arranged alphabetically by organization name), 
 
Rochelle Becker, Executive Director 
Alliance for Nuclear Responsibility 
PO Box 1328 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93406 

 
Sandra Gavutis 
Executive Director 
C-10 Foundation 
44 Merrimac St. 
Newburyport, MA 01985 



 
Deb Katz 
Executive Director 
Citizens Awareness Network 
P.O. Box 83 
Shelburne Fall, MA 01370 

Michael J. Keegan 
Don’t Waste Michigan 
PO Box 463 
Monroe, Michigan 48161 

 
Ray Shadis 
Executive Director 
Earth Day Commitment 
Friends of the Coast-Opposing Nuclear Pollution 
Post Office Box 98 
Edgecomb, Maine 04556 

 
Jim Riccio 
Greenpeace 
Washington, DC 

 
Manna Jo Greene, Environmental Director 
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater, Inc. 
724 Wolcott Ave. 
Beacon, NY 12508 

 
Geoffrey H. Fettus 
Senior Project Attorney 
Natural Resources Defense Council 

 
Edward Childs, President 
New England Coalition on Nuclear Pollution 
Post Office Box 545 
Brattleboro, Vermont 05302 

 
Jim Warren, Executive Director 
North Carolina Waste Awareness & Reduction 
Network (NC WARN) 
Durham, NC 

 
David A. Kraft, Director 
Nuclear Energy Information Service (NEIS) 
3411 W. Diversey #16 
Chicago, IL 60647 

 
Michele Boyd 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Washington, DC 
 

 
Phillip Musegaas, Esq. 
Hudson River Program Director 
Riverkeeper, Inc. 
20 Secor Road 
Ossining, NY 10562 

 
Jane Swanson, spokesperson 
San Luis Obispo Mothers For Peace 
San Luis Obispo, CA 

 
David Lochbaum 
Director, Nuclear Safety Project 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
PO Box 15316 
Chattanooga, TN 37415 

 

 


