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June 10, 2026

Honorable Josh Stein
Governor of North Carolina

Cc: Attorney General Jeff Jackson

Subject: World Court Requires Your Urgent Action vs Duke Energy as Wars Accelerate a
Global Shift Away from Fossil Fuels

Dear Governor Stein,

As North Carolina communities brace for hurricane and heatwave season and scientists
escalate their warnings that global warming is passing limits deemed critical for human
survival, two major transitions now underway provide a vital opportunity for a genuine phase
out of fossil fuels. Both require your personal action and would finally begin to shift North
Carolina from being a key driver of climate change to joining those doing all possible to avert
ecological and social chaos.

1) The United Nations overwhelmingly supported a World Court decision stating that
governments - including governors such as yourself — have a legal obligation to act in
response to the climate crisis and, in Greenpeace International’s words, to “regulate
businesses on the harm caused by their emissions.” Only the US and 7 other countries
opposed the measure.

2) Although the ongoing wars in the Middle East continue to cause horrific suffering,
energy experts see ironic implications for the climate crisis. The prolonged disruption
of oil and methane gas markets — which has accelerated since the Russia-Ukraine war
began - is boosting “demand destruction,” a permanent shift to renewable energy
sources that was already well-underway in many parts of the world - but not in North
Carolina.

In other words, the world community is gradually becoming more clearly delineated between
climate leaders and corporate laggards and their enablers. A clean energy transition is
underway in many nations; globally, renewable power sources grew fast enough to meet all new
electricity demand in 2025 without an increase in generation from fossil fuels.

Despite the encouraging progress in many countries, broader leadership is still gravely needed
- and legally required, according to the UN’s World Court - to ensure that polluting
corporations in rich countries don’t “wring every last drop of profit ... even if it destroys the
earth while denying their impending obsolescence,” as journalist Rebecca Solnit writes.
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https://www.meditationsinanemergency.com/this-may-well-be-the-most-consequential-case-in-the-history-of-humanity/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/press-release/77262/international-court-justice-historic-advisory-opinion-climate-impacts/?ref=meditationsinanemergency.com
https://www.meditationsinanemergency.com/truth-consequences-climate-and-demand-destruction/
https://www.meditationsinanemergency.com/truth-consequences-climate-and-demand-destruction/

As you well know but have not acknowledged publicly, Duke Energy executives are planning
the largest US expansion of gas-fired power generation, an enormous 12,300 megawatts.
Scientists have for several years pressed you to lead a major change in Duke’s climate-wrecking
trajectory: its gamble of public dollars on fossil fuels and failure-prone nuclear plants and
suppression of solar and wind.

Duke Energy’s latest pause in developing large scale solar has been wrongly characterized as an
“order” by the NC Utilities Commission. As you know, Duke has long dominated our state
government and has traditionally gotten nearly everything it wants from the captive regulators.

Together, Duke Energy leaders and regulators continue to limit large-scale solar. Even worse,
they continue to block the vast and virtually untapped potential for local solar-plus-storage
(SPS) even though it could readily replace current and future fossil fueled electricity in the
state; as NC WARN’s Sharing Solar proposal shows, rooftop/parking lot SPS would be the
fastest, cheapest and most equitable way to replace coal and gas.

We urge you once again to use your enormous public voice to be honest with the people of our
state: stop joining Duke Energy in claiming that NC has curbed greenhouse gas emissions. That
gross deception hinges on ignoring the super-potent heat-trapping methane that is central to
Duke Energy’s ongoing expansion of climate- and community-wrecking fossil fuels.

This is a golden opportunity for you to finally provide hope to those being buffeted by extreme
weather events and soaring power bills — two sides of the same coin fueled by Duke Energy’s
business model of building high-cost, high-risk power plants that are not needed.

Governor Stein, dozens of scientists, hundreds of businesses and nonprofits and leaders of
communities being devastated by extreme weather have called for you to act. Now the UN
World Court has required you to take action, and its order is enforceable in North Carolina.

Instead of continuing to escalate our criticism, NC WARN remains eager to join with you to
help this state do our genuine duty to counter the escalating threat to all life on Earth.

Sincerely,

@4}& Wprer

Jim Warren
Executive Director
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https://www.bpr.org/2026-04-24/clean-energy-advocates-reel-as-nc-regulators-hit-pause-on-solar
https://www.ncwarn.org/our-work/sharing-solar/

